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Individual personality charaucrsucs as it miutes © pa.rentmg Liam, zmd parenting knowladye, siyle,
and interaction with Liam, were both reivvant vaciables as to parental custody of Liam Smith.
Wesley Smith had 4 particular concctn: Woukd Chari Smith have mood fluctuations that would lead
to inconsistency and/or hsrshness in her pureniing of Liam? Chett Smith had a particular concern:
Would Wcslcy brmth becomée harsh and itolerant with Liam should, as Liam grows older, have
ight noz agxtc with’ ﬁnhcr ] vzcwslbchefs‘?

Buckgrommd: -
Cheri ani! Wesley Soith, luve becu macricd in F988. l'henr son Liam way bor ip July 1997 and js
now almost 6 years old.‘Liam has u madified Tormn of Down's Syndrons: called mosaicism, which
results in many of the usual Down Syndréme quitlitics, but also has points of ability somewhai more
capable than zs;;r_xpml for Down Syudroms,. M-thc gurrent time, Cheri and Wesley ure living apan
 pending. Cheri continues in full time employment;
,portedly studymg ond testing for software

h Wﬂ!e‘} szth nnd C‘hen Qmuh Psyclwlogul Testing of Wesley Smith und
Rorschu:h scored coording to the Exner methad. (Both terts huve good
relinbility and vahduy the MMPI ‘medsures pecefulity as it is rmunifested roore tawards structured
situmions, and the Rorschach nwasires personality-as it is manifested more towands unstructured

situnuom.) ()bservntmn ol Weslcy Stmmx n:'id'(;'htﬂ Smnh, unch wpnra(dy. pla ying with Liam Smith, '

EXHIBIT NO, | |
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Trom a cquplc years ago, Ms, Ruth Welch.
qnce and thus n0 formal verifiable diagnosis gwen

to comtact Mé Cheni Sm‘nh‘s Mov@m

*‘He is clearly atiached to both Weslkey and Cheri.
nient (o both mother and father, He hax a sense of
m aftaid to clearty cxhibit his own prefevences even

different, deficitg that keep cach uf'thema bit’ Bpart or scparate from ubu: interpersonal cummumty
Both cant usually function well in mots s:mctured situations such,ay:work ot educational scttings: but
boch parcnts cnn lm-ve some deﬁcﬂs in. morg m)stmuurcd weumg« wch as c:eatmg tntmcy with

, : ‘p‘ay(ulnu« and ¢mpathy whea the
iiation contormy 't his view ofright and Wrong. o‘ whnt ) comct and true. He thus
m‘&mmm ;mnv* playfally. or.m
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mwevcr lhcrc nre wcc concems - wnh M Smnh

First, wh.n someone iy ot in :grccmcm v.nth lnm regmdmg what 5 best or right, Mr. Smith becomes
© fixed on the issue of disagrocment and becomes entrenched, preventing the relationship from moving
onto other dimensions. -He continues to bring up.or argue his side of the issuc, linding it difficult to
go on 10 other reicvant aspects of the relitionship, . His emotional warmth and reperwire cesse w be

cvident upder (hesc interpersonal eonditions. He is focuscd on winning the argument. In other
words, he narrows himself and the n;huqmtup down to quakities surrounding the issuc of
disapreement and misses: tbc bq;gcr ptcmre

Secondly, be can b (6 selfnbmrhcd. séif-ecmcn.d at times, such thu what otbers nood or think is
not nncndcd ! anmm_ for mntual rclatiohihip, This dovetails of course with the first concern.

Thrdly, hc ‘can be; somewhm nmque ot uhoxyriciatic i his thinking, When (his it combined with the
first two concerns, !us d:ffcgunl ot udd (hmkm:,, is'not impacted or madified by mlcraction with
others, St s s : ton B

An cwnple:ol-. llus nnm)wd focus .and:_ vior would be an argument between himgelf and Chen.
Al une point: durmg a diffizult time: betwecu thcm a5 a couple, Wesley got imto one of the cars the
couple owned and woukl niot get out.dud: anow,Chm 10 use it. Tt was the car that Cheri usually used
1o drive 1o and from work, etc, [t had hér purse in it from earlier that day, To Cheri, the car was
“hers”, theone she used:: For Wes; the cariwas “his™, his namc was on the titk: 1o the vehick. (He
did hand her the:purse. but would notallow:hev. into “his” car.) 1t is not just in the heat of the
argument that thiz - pot meaningtil, not fiteral but= Jentcralness-pi-the-law type of logic comes into
play: he repeated th.ls log,ae to'me wﬂ.huut apology dur.ng my mieTview process.

B iy LT

Ancther cxumple Mr 3Smith- has at hmwcé!lad-l-mm “Tard™ as short for *retand’, in the interest off
having the word loose fts sting; since it is'dllegedly done by a warm ioviny father in a wanm munner,
Mr. Smith’s concem rs‘thll Lm may be: calkd this by others in a pejorative, mg,atwe munner, and
Mr. Smith wishesio pre o sort of hijack the word for pasitive connotation
first, This actioy I-u’:st F met: wuh wncgm‘ ¢aclion by many of the adults who becores awarc of
it. including Cheri Smtith It is quite doubtiid ore can pre-empl the negative :m\ the word could
have on Liam if'il.is used mockingly by others:But more than the odd rationsk, is Mr, Smith's
inflexibility;in. the fuce of Liam's mother!s concerns/doubts regarding the Mr. Smith'’s rationate. Xt
would have been mare flexible and team-us oriented, to let go of this questionabla non-crucial
mcrvemlon m the: l.xce orconcem b} thc other u:cn

Wcsley u _ U figl ;

N \upportwe and” ~last*Wc&l=y‘ Jc 10 va.lue her parcmm;z thn she is urmuppomvc and
‘awny’ fonvhigy he Gads minimu! (o sayv‘rcgntdmg aspects OF her tha! might remain good for Liam.
Cheri’s “mood’ disorder hus shnﬂedwthc*nugihw My point here is not to debate the statement of 2
mood disorder. orinotibut that evenwerc it teie, Jwhal might still be intnet or good ubout Ms. Chari
Spaith's psrentmg abmﬂes” Wcslayaeemdumb)e to mcludg goad‘ when there is such ‘had’.
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Re: Cheri Smuth

Cheri hos an openness w other's input: sceks i input from other pmfmnomls regarding Liam and
bersell; and wses her strong intcllectual abilites (o try 1o figure out betrer ways far berself 10 live and
cllcc" my_ﬂux;bhc. Sh.. s r:elf-teﬂedwe. and able to discuss her flaws and

d'nagtcem‘en 2 i, lor cmmple, able 0 wluc aspects of Wesley in his parenklng of Liam.
despite wnullaneous!y havmg xssucs w:th othcr aspecm ox’ hig puremmg

There uppcar obcee lype-:ol‘ d:ﬁcns ‘:mpact M. Chcn Smith’s s parenting eapcitics.

First, Che does not thmk cnough af herselfar ifmes: she can h.nm low selfesteem comparcd to her
opinion of. othezs ‘Whike 1is can cnhzulc “her bpumness\. 1o input ynentioned in the prior paragraph, it
als0 leaves her open (e be thrown ‘back and forth trying different new ideas, struggling to know when
to give hersélf and hier own cxperiencs more eredit, and when to give the nod 1o the outside input.
Ms. Smith retains 8 sort of inner sirengih and can doggediy pursuc a course despits obstacles, She
will cventually sort.out negative from pasitive, but goes tbrough much emwotional pain and turmoil in
the process. Until this is serted, Chen can llip flop in her interventions with Liam, heing say, strict or
‘achievement oricnicd, and then shifting to lenient-and casy going aboul the samw arca, which causcs
somc confusion in Liam. The fiexibility in lhc pursuu of what is rightieable is good: the petting
there leaves mmelhmg Lo be dcsued

‘«'

Cheri, when akle resé, can functiod at{hoiedge of ‘ver emctional resourecs.  This internal stress
will build, whdc she. wxu'hppéa: on'the sGel3ceito be steady.: Ms. Smith! can then fairly sbruptly let

: notion, throw sl objects,- or behaviorally act sorewhat quickly to get awny ‘
from the sourcc ol [he stress: This edn'be: yelling at Mr. Smith. ox perhaps at Liam. It can be moving
out of the hduse ut what dverly is withoutioticé and not nforming Mr. Smith where she is living, |
newd to add that 1o the best of my kmwledge these ovmly abrupr reactions do not endenger Liam
physically, dnd if thorc is cmauonal ‘hirshriess gt Lna.m. Ms. Smith feels guilty and attempts Lo repair
any woundedncss in Lo ar in her m!auonsbm wuh me. .'ihb wil Lfy to talk about the coror so as to
let it be speakublc, md thu.s moTe worlcxh £

Ms. Smith can hwe a dtﬂ‘iculx mnc m playing: wnh Livm,; Cbcn thinks how to pluy almost mosc than
cmotionally feels-how 1o play, and she subely atiepting to inscrt an achivvement or cducational goal
into the play. This. ocetirred in my obsérvation-of Cheri with Liam. Liam refused to go ulong with it.
Cheri then ket it go and was able to fust phy wilh Liam, It llustrates a bit ol an achievement push
thay (Cheri starvewith, yet is able to modify. - This'push can be in disciplme that is a bit oo drawn oul
for Liam (0 grasp, verscs motc immediate; right Bow conscquence; it can be in sotting educationul
goals Loo high for Linm given his abilities and the school system”s capacities. A.gum. 1 must olzo
state that Cheri Smith docy unm to be able:to soc with cxperience, or with outside input, when the
process of g.oal is beyond” izrn, Aud ‘will then mod:ty her stance. ‘
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Summury of Results

Wesley Smith hus more emotionid depth of resources with Liam when life fafls within a narower
scope that fits tus, Weslkey's, assessment, and his sellf-oricntation. Cheri Smith bas more flexibility ot
conwdmng and valuing dlﬂ‘emm poirts of view and tho camplexir{ex associoted with them and acling
on 2 surhmation of viewpoiats. Wesley can be more pif-kilter a bit i his thinking and hold to that
view rigidly.  Chieri can absorb input thal modifies her view. but this modification and (he internal
siviety altendant for her in inchiding the divergent input. san rosult in Cheri being less consistent.

Both Cheri and- Weshsy demonsirate a gdbd A‘:sitily 40 ‘omeck’ Liam. Liam demionstrates an yffection
and a security with both parents. , p— ;

e e T

1 3> 2 AT

. Rﬂﬂmmcrldlﬁonlr : . ,;_,;:;‘ & ik"’“- i '.if“"'ai‘ 2 .. Eitles B

| am concerned about { \mpuscs between the Lwo pirents reparding decisions for Liam's best
interests. Jfthey disagroc aboul educativoal mterventions for instance, the conflicting spproaches
sould pasalyze the school sysiem or result in hermfl, gignificant, delays. Since Liam will need closer
and customized ongoing adult intervention/assisiance ay u special needs child, much more of his lifc
would be impdcred by-a stalomate besween (he parcnts. than would be frue tor a less developmentally
delayed child.

i s b c iy §ienkeds

Unless -onmparcmﬁxs éwnrdad sale gl cu'ztody,"l mcomm.nd 4 psychozlxraplsl be designated a
‘parenting coordinator” by ihe cout. empoweted 1o Wark: with the parcnrs on issucs of onguing
pmmmg d&mgmm'lenlq cm ot as_ nbc&ud“hms and who would havc the aud'zonly © d:recr the
parents to conajltwnh pn:uculw pmfesuiomls. wdx as Dr nget ‘irg hopes that expert consultation
rmg.ht msult n pam-nml asreemcnt ol

amcs "Tnby P Bchnmnn
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Impressions and Recommendations for Liam Smith I L

- | I . LR

Name: Liam Raleigh Smith N . ' ‘ o
Date of Birth: July 22, 1997 . 241
Parents: Wes and Cheri'Smith - = i . 44
Evaluated by: Scon T. Wiaget, Pey.D. THY &

4+

1!’!

The following impressions and recommendations comc&omumwofpnaenhanma,nnhvh i
Liam’s parents, and from 2 center-based play observation of Liam. )

Arpmmtham:ppeusmbeahnppyyoungboywxﬂwutobmusanmyotmga Hc:smqm-ued‘ L o

with others, andappmpm:emh:ssoaa]mmmcmns. I.umhasgood;ontattenﬂonmdweps LR
help when offered. He has an active imagination and 2 love of learnirig, Atd:esameumqhamdnshwqt" L
d:"ﬁcu.t-w.'athmsmoa and av imes his speech can be hard to understand. Hsm@smﬁmﬂ#?% e
!thlzmmnybczmnousaboutlnslo\verpetﬁ:nnzncecampitedtnﬂlatofhupm. His fathes mr; e
concern thar Liam'may be gverly frustrated by academic and functional demands that exceed his
Alduoughhzmdocsnotzppwovcﬂyannousor&usmtedatwﬁm:,ﬂ:eseconccsmmboth
and should serve 0 hdpmnmmzbalmcebct\vwnchzﬂmgezndsw

Lmhashadd:fﬁuﬂtymegpnghxssmdmpgmlsmlﬁudagum Inptﬂ,duuppnnduemgnh LA |
werezmnallyovedyambmousandhxsrcceadyd:mgedIEPgodshnvebeenad;usmddowm:d These .., ri >
changes seem reasonable, given his progress to date and his asseszed functioning levels across . 4 U

domains (cogmuve, spcr:ch and ]anguage, adapuve, Bne moror). , . | P
H:spuem:hzvebodx cxpxessedzconcem tha:mes educaunnph:ltumsdeqmmtomeethuae& %*"2 ';9~
mother is concerned that Liam have adequate support and services to reach his porential His fathesis  +j-v% - !

concerncd !hirLlam edncauomlplznbereahsuchvenhissnmgtbsmdckdlmgs. Theseare both - £ "
unpommcdiisi’d ns. Based oq a review of his:zchoal records (assessments, IEP, and progsess.: 4‘41 dre

statcments}, xtmdeuchathnmueedsmdmduaﬂzcdon:m-mrmpmfaadapmmw e
success. While he has strengths with inination, persistence and enthusiasm, Liam has challenges with der PN
mainnaining routines, learing in all academic subjects, transitione, 2nd carry-over of learned infoxsacion. « L:ﬁ r! Ry

Y A

I.1am has relared challenges with fine motor skills, speech (articulation) snd language (receptive, e:psmwe
and pragmaric) skills. He requices 3 comp:chens;\ve educstional plan rhat will include special edyoation, ..+
speech and language thc:apy, occupauonzl tbempy. as well gs individualized suppost.

s Le'dS oa

Rccommendsuons- 3

1) r.vetyeffonshoul&bemsdel:opluehamma:eguh:educaumchssmum,vm.’adle
thzthcwﬂlnecdslgmﬁmtsuppon,;ndqmtrpucstblennumbe:ofptﬂ-outuzvm

& g e Slile B
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Liam’s YEP zhould include opportunities for him to develop social skills in the contest of pesr

relationships, Hewouldbeneﬂt&omsmcm:edmdgmdedsmaﬂgmupcpmwﬂann#z‘
of special needs end typically developing children s :
4
H:smzchc:sshouldlookformyswmakeappropmuadapummdawommﬂ:mmlﬂ“‘
classzoom 1o help Liam berrer handle transirions, to sty focused and to maintain his invojuement § . .
with group activities : "{

Liam should continue to bave one-on one-support in the classrcoom

L4

.‘&pﬂ. -a-.

Liam’s cducauondphnshmddcmphmzcmyaccssmandmwgnmofmhmdm( 3
and langoage’ theripy, occupationsl therapyy - '=v - Q
IhmshoNdmndnmwwcehespeahmdhnguagedampymmad&whhduﬁgs ‘3
articulanon, expressive language, and pragmatics 3

",
Liam’s eduauom.lplansbouldpmv;de formfﬁd:ntmodehngandpmcuceofuewww - 'E‘
he develops hoth competence 2ad.co é‘
hmspmmmdmchmshguldwgg:mgedxamdadopahmwmﬂutwbé é'
His teachers should work to include both his pacents in all meetings regarding his education, with n
mforandunde;smdmgqf;heuumgneconcemszndpmpmu. .

li :
hamspumssho;ﬂdwo:kmwmdpohnzmgﬂm:pmpmamhuneeds,mdme&# f
therewﬂlbeanongomgtensxonmﬂndmgthcbestm;xof:h]lmge,mm adapation and 1

accommodation.. .. .. ..,

Bl BAVE DIVIAIN ELA

raoceanesperriand Lamase viens: L.
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